
  

 

 

 

For Immediate Release 

THEATRE IS NOT DEAD. PLAY IS FOREVER. — M1 PATCH! A (LIVE) THEATRE FESTIVAL OF 
PLAY RETURNS FOR THIRD EDITION 

 

The Theatre Practice (Practice), Singapore’s longest-running bilingual theatre institution, announced 
the third edition of M1 Patch! A (Live) Theatre Festival of Play, happening 18 July - 30 August 2020.  

Championing the irrepressible spirit of play, the 
festival offers unexpected collisions and high quality 
art-making, while cultivating artists and audiences 
alike through meaningful exchanges. 

While the festival programming retains its signature 
mix of accessible and experimental offerings of art, 
experience and performance, this edition sees seven 
out of the festival’s eight works presented online. No 
longer constrained by physical or geographical 
boundaries, what possibilities will the digital medium 
hold? 

 

THEATRE IS NOT DEAD: The Importance of Arts and Play During Crisis 

Theatre has always served as a form of community, and provides moments of joy through the magic 
of the arts and collective expression. As people struggle with stress and loneliness in the months 
following the COVID-19 pandemic, the need for play and connection has never been more 
important.  

“Practice has always been guided by a desire to respond to the changing world we currently live in”, 
Artistic Director Kuo Jian Hong explains. “In times like this, changes are larger, faster and more 
amplified. Why do we create? What do we want to say? Who are we speaking to? These are all 
important questions we have been asking ourselves.” 

This year’s M1 Patch! festival rethinks what togetherness means in our new normal. The digital 
format not only ensures that the arts remain accessible during this period, it also allows Practice to 
reach a wider pool of international audiences and artmakers. Additionally, the online programmes 
feature live performances and real-time engagement which will allow audiences to connect in a 
shared digital space, while offering much-needed moments of pleasure and connection. 

 

  



PLAY IS FOREVER: Creation in the New Normal 

Moving online presents exciting new possibilities. “This is new territory so we are still experimenting 
and learning. ” Kuo acknowledges. “So we do what kids do when they play! We go back to the 
fundamentals and distill everything down to our curiosities.”  

Keeping storytelling at its core, the festival’s programmes present different forms of play to suit a 
variety of audiences.  

 

Extending Practice’s award-winning work in Theatre for Young Audiences to a digital medium, 
HERE COMES KAYA AND ROTI? “Where Are Our Friends?” is a three-episode interactive show 
series peppered with audience participation and live interactions.  

Unlocking the playfulness of everyday life, the Play With… series 
makes staying at home fun through one-of-a-kind experiences. 
Combining storytelling with interactive elements, each session is 
hosted by a different Singaporean creator, including a fashion 
designer, a bartender and a group of game designers.  

Exploring different cultures and perspectives through food, Online 
Recess Time gathers participants for a lunch party hosted on a 
chat platform, and invites them to “travel” to a different country by 
chatting with Singaporeans living overseas. 

In keeping with the festival’s focus on cultivating audiences and 
artists, Practice offers a glimpse into the playfully experimental 

process of working with digital platforms. Playwrights’ Bootcamp challenges playwrights to 
consider how the new medium can affect rehearsals and performance as they craft their works, 
while the international artists in Artist Farm must find ways to create and communicate effectively in 
a collaboration process that takes place entirely online. 

Presenting opportunities for relaxation, mindfulness and 
fun in the real world, the festival’s sole physical 
programme c o o p is an interactive multi-level outdoor 
installation located at Practice’s building on 54 Waterloo 
Street. 

M1 Patch! A (Live) Theatre Festival of Play runs from 18 
July to 30 August and will feature eight programmes. The 
full festival line up and individual programme information 
can be found at www.practice.org.sg. Stay tuned to The 
Theatre Practice’s Facebook and Instagram for the latest 
updates. 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Jasmine Lim  Email: jasminelim@practice.org.sg   Tel: 8288 7507  



About M1 Patch! A (Live) Theatre Festival of Play 

THEATRE IS NOT DEAD. PLAY IS FOREVER. 

M1 Patch! A (Live) Theatre Festival of Play returns to champion for the irrepressible spirit of play!  

M1 Patch! is an invitation for everyone to find pleasure and connection by re-experiencing what 
togetherness means. The festival features unexpected collisions and high quality art-making, while 
advocating for the cultivation of artists and audiences alike through meaningful exchanges.  

Bursting forth is a vibrant tapestry of art, experience and performance, no longer constrained by 
physical and geographical space. From online to offline, familiar to unexpected... we really mean it 
when we say there is something for everyone! 

 

About The Theatre Practice 

The Theatre Practice (Practice) is Singapore’s longest-standing professional bilingual theatre 
institution. Artist-driven and deeply progressive, Practice strives to be an arts space in Singapore 
that consciously nurtures and empowers people who care about humanity. Over the past 55 years, 
we have developed and presented a vast critically-acclaimed multi-genre repertoire that reflects the 
complexities of Singapore’s diverse cultures. 

Practice today is a cultural force. As a bridge between cultures, we have brought practitioners of 
diverse backgrounds together for exchange, and provided platforms for international works. As 
pioneers in Arts Education in Singapore, we have nurtured leaders in the Singapore arts scene, and 
inculcated the love for the arts in generations of youths.  

Under current Artistic Director Kuo Jian Hong, Practice continues to shape our cultural landscape as 
the definitive voice in Singapore theatre. Deeply influenced by the importance of play in art-making, 
Practice has become the embodiment of the irrepressible spirit and fearless experimentation of play 
under her leadership.  

Artistically diverse and constantly relevant, Practice will always engage in the ceaseless exploration 
of new frontiers.  

The Theatre Practice is supported by the National Arts Council under the Major Company Scheme 
for the period of April 2020 to March 2023. Practice is also an Institution of Public Character and a 
member of the Singapore Chinese Language Theatre Alliance. 

 

  



2020 Programme Line-up 
 

 

 

HERE COMES KAYA & ROTI! “Where Are Our Friends?” 

Online Performance 
Show 1: 18 - 20.07.2020 (Sat - Mon), 3pm 
Show 2: 21 - 23.07.2020 (Tue - Thu), 7.30pm 
Show 3: 24 - 26.07.2020 (Fri - Sun), 11am 

Performed in Mandarin (no surtitles) 
Three episodes accessed over three days; 30 mins per episode 
Recommended for ages 4 and up 
Ticket price: $30 
Book here：herecomeskayaroti.peatix.com 

Kaya and Roti love to tell stories and sing nursery rhymes. More importantly, they love meeting new friends. 
But... with everyone stuck at home, what can they do? With the help of their pal Guyou, Kaya and Roti must 
rally together, get creative and find new ways to connect with their friends! 

Playful, imaginative and engaging, HERE COMES KAYA AND ROTI! “Where Are Our Friends?” reinvents 
classic Mandarin nursery rhymes as a three-episode interactive family show series.   

HERE COMES KAYA AND ROTI! “Where Are Our Friends?” is an extension of Practice’s award-winning work 
in Mandarin Theatre For Young Audiences.  Get the kids off the couch with sing-alongs, improvisational 
storytelling, craft sessions and more, peppered with audience participation and live interactions from the cast. 

*** 

The HERE COMES KAYA AND ROTI! series is part of The Nursery Rhymes Project.  

The Nursery Rhymes Project preserves the classic melodies and stories we grew up loving, while offering a 
modern refresh for future generations. Each instalment consists of three parts: Sing Our Songs (music 
album), Paint Our Songs (illustrated lyric book) and Imagine Our Songs (live performance).  

 



 

 

c o o p 

Installation 
From July onwards 
The Theatre Practice (Foyer) 
Free admission 

c o o p is a little reminder to embrace the present and enjoy the moment. Tucked away in the bustle of 
Singapore’s urban district, this multi-level outdoor installation offers an opportunity for relaxation, mindfulness 
and fun.  

Featuring different interactive elements, it encourages creative use and open-ended play amongst children 
and adults alike. Climb and jump around, or take a moment for yourself to reconnect with the outside world… 
you’re welcome to do anything you want! 

No version of c o o p is the same. Created by DO Agency with support from Nanyang Polytechnic, this 
reusable modular architectural system empowers communities to build their own interventions. It was 
awarded the COLA Environmental Sustainability Merit Awards (2018) and the Singapore Good Design Award 
(2019). Previous editions have also been presented at Build Eco Xpo Asia Exhibition 2018 and 2019, and 
Archifest 2019. 

 

 

 



 

 

Online Recess Time 

Online Experience 
24.07.2020  & 14.08.2020 (Fri) 
12.30pm - 1.30pm 
Free admission 
Join here：https://www.facebook.com/events/306130277066238/ 

 

"Travel" with the Tuckshop Guniangs and let us take you on a world tour! 

Online Recess Time is a lunch party at an online chat platform! On selected Fridays, Makan Masters from all 
over the world put their creative expressions on a plate, while foodies gather over a delicious, yet affordable 
meal. Register for entry by joining the Facebook event. The Zoom meeting link will only be sent to registered 
attendees. 

Practice Tuckshop is proud to be a partner with the leftovers in your fridges for Recess Time! Combating food 
waste - one recess at a time! 

 

HOW DO I JOIN ONLINE RECESS TIME? 

1) RSVP to the Facebook event to confirm your attendance. 

2) We will DM each confirmed attendee with the Zoom meeting link, the evening before each session. Check 
both your main and "others" inbox on Facebook Messenger. 

3) Prep your meal, grab your laptops and join the link at least 5 minutes before the event start time. 

 



Play With… Series 

We take play seriously. So should you. 

Unlocking the playfulness of everyday life, the Play With… series features a diverse selection of Singaporean 
artmakers. Each encounter combines storytelling with interactive elements, to offer unexpected entry points 
into the world of artful play.  

This year, discover how much more interesting staying home can be with our one-of-a-kind theatrical 
experiences! 

Entertaining, thoughtful and thoroughly original, the Play With… series comprises of three online “live” 
experiences: 

● Play With… Skins (Max Tan, MAX.TAN) 
● Play With… Power (Accommodate) 
● Play With… Flavours (Johnny Rosle, Oriental Elixirs) 

 

 

 

 

Play With… Skins 

Online Experience 
01.08.2020 (Sat) 
3pm 

Session is conducted in English 
2 hours 
Recommended for ages 18 and up 
Ticket price: $30 - 1 pax | $50 - 2 pax (excludes materials delivery fee) 
Book here: playwithskins.peatix.com 

 

“When I dress someone, the first thing I consider is their personality, not their body shape.” 

 



Clothes are the skin you show the world. Join Fashion and Costume Designer Max Tan (MAX.TAN) on an 
exploration of dressing and self-expression. Known for his androgynous designs and signature deconstruction 
and draping techniques, Max is one of Singapore’s most established womenswear designers. 

Become both designer and model by creating “bespoke” garments using nothing but fabric and pins. Forget 
conventional fashion rules and have a conversation with your body instead. Find what works FOR YOU.  

Play With… Skins is an online experience and includes a set of workshop materials.  

 

 

 

Play With… Power 

Online Experience 
02.08.2020 (Sun) 
1pm 

Session is conducted in English 
2.5 hours 
Recommended for ages 15 and up 
Ticket price: $8 - 1 pax | $15 - 2 pax | $35 - group of 5 
Book here：playwithpower.peatix.com 

 

“Games teach us about power. Power is how we relate and interact with each other.” 

Accommodate’s online land-use simulation game challenges you to roleplay as Singapore Ministry Officers. 
Navigate power and responsibility — flex your strategic brain as you collaborate with teammates and 
negotiate with competing ministries. 

Get competitive or work together… What will Singapore look like in your hands? 

Play With… Power is a multiplayer game experience hosted on Discord and Zoom. Participants can choose to 
play as individual officers or purchase tickets as a group to form a full ministry (5 pax). 

 



 

 

Play With… Flavour 

Online Experience 
07.08.2020 (Fri) 
9pm 

Session is conducted in English 
1 hour 
Recommended for ages 18 and up 
Ticket price: $30 - 1 pax | $40 - 2 pax in the same household (excludes materials delivery fees) 
Book here：playwithflavours.peatix.com 

 

“Without dumpster diving, I wouldn't have been able to develop my palette.” 

What can go into a cocktail? Much more than you may think!  

Bartender Johnny Rosle (Oriental Elixirs) brings you on an unforgettable flavour journey as he shares his 
passion for transforming leftovers and food waste into gins infusions. From oolong to octopus, sample his 
creations before using them to create your very own unique cocktail. 

Play With… Flavours is an online experience and includes a set of workshop materials. As alcoholic 
beverages will be consumed, participants must be over 18 years old to attend. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Playwrights’ Bootcamp 

Online Presentation 
18, 20 & 22.08.2020 (Tue, Thu, Sat) 
8pm 

Presented in Mandarin (no surtitles) 
1 hour 30 mins (includes post-presentation dialogue; no intermission) 
Ticket price: Pay as you wish 
Book here: playwrightsbootcamp.peatix.com 

 

48 hours of frantic writing + 6 hours of non-stop rehearsals and development = ??? 

Playwrights’ Bootcamp is back! Three Singaporean and international Mandarin playwrights are given just 48 
hours to produce a brand new original script. The finished scripts are then given to three directors, who will 
work with actors and sound artists to bring the works to life. There’s just one catch… the playwrights are only 
allowed to communicate with the directors AFTER the works have undergone the ultimate test: an audience’s 
scrutiny. To make things even tricker, the entire process — from the initial writing, to rehearsals, to the final 
presentation — will take place online. 

Instead of a full week allocated in previous editions, our playwrights are given just two days to write. With no 
time to overthink, they must trust their instincts to find literary gold! While they explore the capabilities of this 
new platform, they also need to consider short rehearsal times and limited staging options. What new 
discoveries will emerge when theatre goes digital? 

More than a simple writing exercise, Playwrights’ Bootcamp is the ultimate test of our artists’ craft and 
creativity. The results are out… are you ready? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Artist Farm 

Online Presentation 
28 - 30.08.2020 (Fri - Sun) 
8pm 

Multilingual (no surtitles) 
1 hour 30 mins (includes post-presentation dialogue; no intermission) 
Ticket price: Pay as you wish 
Book here: artistfarm.peatix.com 

 

Every year, nine artists and three dramaturgs are invited for a unique bootcamp, led by The Theatre Practice’s 
Artistic Director Kuo Jian Hong. Artist Farm is a safe haven for artists to work across disciplines, experiment 
with little pressure, and most importantly play.  

Artist Farm nurtures ideas and pushes the boundaries of collaborative practices.  

This year, our farm is going digital. Gathering online, our participants engage in training and skill exchange in 
the mornings, followed by creative sparring and work development in the afternoons and evenings. Trained in 
different disciplines, these participants must find common ground as the foundation of their collaboration — 
also known as “The Thesis Statement”.  

The journey concludes with a series of three public presentations. Audiences are invited to witness the 
evolution of the works and engage in open dialogue with our Farmers. 

Geographically separated and given just one week to toil, can something grow under such exquisite 
pressure? 

 

 


